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teachings hear throughout the strong impress of apparent truthfulness ; they 
are in accordance, certainly, with the most reliable and extended series of ex¬ 
periments and observations. The aim of the author, it is apparent, has been 
faithfully to indicate, with clearness and conciseness, established facts, rather 
than to create for himself a doubtful character of originality by indulgence in 
bold and dazzling paradoxes. 

He may be accused, perhaps, of indulging in the use of a somewhat novel 
terminology. It cannot be denied that the received medical nomenclature stands 
much in need of reform. This reform, however, we fear, will scarcely be effected 
by each new writer attempting to replace the medical terms in common use by 
others which he considers more appropriate or expressive. In this manner 
medical terminology becomes overloaded with a long array of synonyms, while 
it loses the important desideratum, uniformity. 

So successfully, upon the whole, has Dr. llartshorne fulfilled the task he had 
assigned himself, in the preparation of the volume before us, that we hope he 
may bo induced, at an early period, to render his memoranda more complete, and, 
at the same time, enhance the usefulness of the series, by the fulfilment of his 
promise to add parallel memoranda upon the subjects of nosography, special 
therapeutics, and the practice of medicine. D. P. G. 


Art. XVIII.— A Treatise on Medical Jurisprudence. By Francis Whartox 
and Mohf.ton Stii,lk, M. D. The medical part revised and corrected with 
numerous additions. By Alfruu S i ilia:, SI. I). Second and revised edition. 
Philadelphia: Kay & Brother, I860. 8vo. pp. 1031. 

Five years ago we had the pleasure of inviting attention to the first edition 
of this excellent work; and we now have the satisfaction of announcing the 
fulfilment of expectations then expressed, in the appearance of a second edi¬ 
tion which is likely to prove doubly welcome as a decided improvement on its 
predecessor. The comparatively early exhaustion of the first edition of so 
voluminous a work, speaks well for the appreciation of it by the members of 
the profession of law and medicine in this country; and would seem to indicate 
a growing interest among our American practitioners in the too long neglected 
subject of legal medicine. 

It is hardly necessary to say that this professional estimate of the value of the 
work, as well as Qf the importance of its subject, is a right one; and that the call 
for a new issue of a standard and classical production on such a subject docs quite 
as much honour to the good sense and intelligence of those who make the demand 
as it can to the merits of the book itself. Nor need we stop to divell a second 
time upon the various excellencies and practical advantages of the treatise of 
Messrs. Wharton and St.ill6, in some of which we think it superior to all of its 
competitors. These good qualities are so generally acknowledged that a brief 
account of the additions and other improvements will be sufficient to commend 
the volume once more to the particular notice of the professional reader. 

The new preface informs us that “ nearly three hundred pages have been 
added to the legal and psychological department. The chapters on insanity 
have been rearranged, expanded, and in some material points corrected, so as 
to bring them in harmony with the current decisions of the English and Ameri¬ 
can courts. Several distinct topics have been introduced and examined at 
length; among which may be mentioned Survivorship ; Medical Malpractice ; 
the Legal Relations of Identity; the Presumptions to be drawn from Wounds 
and the Instrument of Death, and the Psychical Indications of Guilt. On the 
other hand, the chapters on circumstantial evidence have been condensed by 
abridging cases which in the first edition were new to the professional eye, but 
which have since become generally accessible.” We are glad to note that 
among the cases which have thus been curtailed, the apochryphal one known as 
the Rue Morgue case, of the unfortunate Poe, has been entirely left out. 
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The editor of the medical portion. Dr. Alfred Stille, has made no alteration in 
the general arrangement of this portion, but “ has added to it about eighty pages 
of new matter, consisting of a chapter on the signs of death, besides many illus¬ 
trative cases and recent methods of investigation.” The preface further states, 
that the original text of Dr. Moreton Stille “ has been carefully revised, and 
pains everywhere taken to render the language clear and the statements accu¬ 
rate ; in a word, to make this portion of the work as nearly as possible what its 
lamented author would have done, had he survived to perform a similar duty.” 

After a close examination of the many chapters and paragraphs, we can 
fully testify to the fidelity with which the revision of the text has been per¬ 
formed, and to the material benefit that has accrued to the matter of these 
chapters in the process to which they have been so thoroughly and ably sub¬ 
jected. The additional comments and explanations, new cases, and numerous 
references and citations, especially from French and German writers, add 
much to the value of the medical chapters; while they demonstrate the care 
and judgment as well as the great amount of labour which have been devoted 
to the work by the distinguished editor in his determination to do fitting 
honour to the memory of a gifted brother, by maintaining unimpaired the high 
character of his last and greatest scientific legacy. Those who are familiar 
with the old edition will be struck with many improvements of the new in minor 
matters of arrangement—in the headings—the analyses—the typographical 
details, as well as in the references, and cases, and new quotations through¬ 
out the volumes, which materially enhance the interest and usefulness of the 
whole treatise, and bring it up to the latest date of progress in medico-legal 
experience and practice. Author and editor have thus happily succeeded in 
adding largely to the attractiveness and authority of their volume, and in en¬ 
riching its pages with an ample store of new and choice material, without any 
objectionable increase in actual bulk. 

We might agreeably occupy many pages in pointing out. and quoting pas¬ 
sages and especial cases which have interested ns in renewing our acquaint¬ 
ance with this admirable work. It would lie much better for our readers, how¬ 
ever, to refer at once to the fountain-head of knowledge in this instance; and we 
advise them, without delay, to resort to the book in its present form, as to one 
in which they cannot fail to meet with a great deal of entertainment, along with 
a greater amount which is unusually well adapted for more important purposes. 
We sincerely doubt whether they could find a more accurate, clear, and compe¬ 
tent counsellor and guide in regard to most of the various questions which are 
therein so elegantly and lucidly discussed. R 11. 


Art. XIX. — On Hcemopti/sis as a Symptom. By Joiix Ware, M. D., For¬ 
merly Hersey Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine in Harvard 
University. From the Publications of the Massachusetts Medical .Society. 
8vo. p. 31. Boston, 1860. 

The history of haemoptysis, and its value as a symptom are the objects aimed 
at by Dr. Ware, in the preparation of the present paper. The statistics and 
conclusions it embraces are based upon observations collected in three hundred 
and eighty-six cases that had fallen under the notice of the author since the year 
1819. Care being taken to exclude all such cases in which small quantities of 
blood appear, mixed with the expectoration, in the course of ordinary confirmed 
phthisis. In the advanced stages of this disease, blood very generally appears 
sooner or later—at least a few times—either merely streaking or tinging the 
sputa, or else separately, from the amount of a few drops to one or two drachms. 
These discharges are obviously, as Dr. Ware remarks, of a very different nature 
from the haemoptysis which occurs in the early stages, and no doubt proceed 
from the walls of tubercular cavities just as blood is often discharged from any 
other purulent cavity. 



